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Overview

In today's increasingly diverse and interconnected world, the inclusion of Black history in school
curricula has become an imperative. Education serves as a powerful tool for shaping young minds
and fostering understanding, empathy, and respect for the rich tapestry of human experiences.
Recognizing the contributions and struggles of individuals with African or Caribbean heritage is not
just a matter of historical accuracy but a crucial step toward building more inclusive and equitable
societies.

In this article, we will explore how schools can effectively integrate Black history into their curriculum

across all subjects, key stages, and areas of learning. Additionally, we will highlight some guidance,
curriculum recommendations, and relevant legislation established by UNESCO in the UK and Brazil
to support these efforts. By examining practical examples and educational frameworks, we aim to
provide educators with valuable insights and resources to make Black history an integral part of the
learning experience for students of all backgrounds.

General History of Africa - UNESCO

In 1964, UNESCO embarked on a transformative initiative known as the General History of Africa
(GHA). This ambitious project was conceived to address the prevailing ignorance surrounding
Africa's rich history. Its primary objective was to reconstruct Africa's historical narrative, liberating it



from the distortions of racial prejudices that had persisted through the eras of slavery and
colonization. The GHA sought to promote an authentic African perspective on the continent's past.

One significant facet of this project is the "Pedagogical Use of the General History of Africa." This
educational content is designed for integration into African primary and secondary school curricula.

Its purpose is to enhance the knowledge of African pupils and students about how African societies
have evolved over time and across geographical spaces. Furthermore, it emphasizes the profound
impact of these historical changes on the present and the future.

Central to this initiative is the aspiration to highlight Africa's substantial contributions to the overall
advancement of humanity. By engaging with their continent's history in this manner, students are
encouraged to cultivate a sense of pride in their cultural heritage, bolster their self-esteem, and
nurture self-confidence. These qualities are indispensable in empowering them to become masters of
their destinies and to shape the future of the African continent. The General History of Africa project,
guided by UNESCO's vision, ultimately seeks to uplift and empower the next generation of African
leaders.

Read more here:- https://en.unesco.org/general-history-africa

United Kingdom
Hackney's Diverse Curriculum

"Diversity in Education: Recognizing the Black Contribution"

In the evolving landscape of education, it is imperative that our curriculum reflects the multifaceted
nature of our society. This recognition extends to acknowledging the profound and multifaceted Black
Contribution as an integral part of Britain's history. This holds significance not only for our children
but also for adults, as it shapes our collective understanding of the world we inhabit.

In response to this imperative, a pioneering program has been developed, titled "The Black
Contribution: A Diverse Curriculum." This program spans nine weeks of lessons thoughtfully crafted
for students aged 5-14. It delves into various aspects of the Black Contribution, including the


https://en.unesco.org/general-history-africa

experiences of the Windrush generation, the dynamics of activism, the facets of British identity, and
the rich diversity found in the arts and sciences.

Orlene Badu, an advocate for educational change and a driving force behind this project through her
role at Hackney Education, emphasizes the urgency of this transformation. The call for change was
amplified during the lockdown period when children were engaged in remote learning, and parents
began to recognize the limitations of the curriculum in terms of diversity.

As a former primary school headteacher, Orlene Badu has a profound understanding of the
educational landscape. Her leadership in the development of this project is rooted in the belief that
education should foster inclusivity and provide a balanced representation of history. Through her
endeavors, she seeks to address a crucial issue that arose from a survey conducted among
students. Many pupils expressed discomfort with the prevalent narratives of oppression and
powerlessness when it came to representations of the Black community in history lessons.

"Diversity in Education: Recognizing the Black Contribution" is a testament to the evolving nature of
our curriculum. It reflects the growing recognition that education should be a source of empowerment
and enlightenment, offering students a broader and more accurate perspective on history and
society. Through programs like "The Black Contribution," we can ensure that our educational system
truly reflects the richness of our multicultural and diverse world.

“A curriculum that references you does engender a stronger sense of belonging and commitment,
which would hopefully lead to improved educational outcomes and lived experiences,” Badu said.

(Adapted from “Hundreds of schools in England sign up for anti-racist curriculum” March 2021, The
Guardian online.)

You can access teaching resources:

https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/user/login?destination=/extranet/hackneys-diverse-
curriculum-resources

https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/hackneys-diverse-curriculum

Ana Freud: Anti-racism and mental health in schools’ resources.

Recognizing and tackling the detrimental impact of racism on the mental health of young people is a
paramount concern. To effectively address this issue, schools must proactively integrate anti-racism
initiatives into their comprehensive approach to promoting mental health and well-being among
students. This proactive stance not only ensures that students feel safe, valued, and respected within
the school environment but also contributes to the creation of a positive and inclusive atmosphere
that benefits everyone.

This project presents ten resources specifically designed to assist educators in establishing a
complete approach to mental health and well-being throughout the entire school. The resources
included in this set are intended to help review and write policies, improve staff knowledge and
confidence, and provide support for students and staff who have experienced racism. The resources


https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/user/login?destination=%2Fextranet%2Fhackneys-diverse-curriculum-resources
https://www.hackneyservicesforschools.co.uk/extranet/hackneys-diverse-curriculum

can be worked through as a full set, but they can also be used individually, depending on which areas
are current priorities for your school.

You can access the resources:

https:/iIwww.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/anti-racism-and-mental-health-in-
schools/anti-racism-and-mental-health-in-schools-resources/?
gclid=CjwKCAjw3dCnBhBCEiwAVvLcu8MJBC4eV2bT3r8P_JO4QjZDoml4WpjlBZ6PO0UGgGQH
D29Gf3aQxQRoCe5UQAvVD BwE

Royal Museum Greenwich
Black Georgian History Cards
National Curriculum Links: History and Literacy

These are a set of cards sharing the achievements and contributions to Black British history from a
selection of people in the Georgian period of African heritage, including mixed African heritage. Each
person has a link to maritime history or has made an important journey over the sea.


https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/anti-racism-and-mental-health-in-schools/anti-racism-and-mental-health-in-schools-resources/?gclid=CjwKCAjw3dCnBhBCEiwAVvLcu8MJBC4eV2bT3r8P_JO4QjZDomI4Wpj1BZ6P0UGgGQHD29Gf3aQxQRoCe5UQAvD_BwE
https://www.rmg.co.uk/schools-communities/teacher-resources/black-georgian-history-cards

